
To  design a  

stand-alone living 

space that will 

showcase the  

future of 

retirement living in 

to the 21st century 

RETIREMENT  LIVING FOR THE 21ST  CENTURY  

ExtraCare Smart Pod 
ExtraCare will be developing a stand-alone unit which will showcase the future 

of retirement living. Its mission is to: 

Inspire - Design that promotes flexible independent living. 

Demonstrate - Future living possibilities. 

Educate - Future generations on how the living environment can help maintain and           

    improve quality of life and independence. 

Smart Pod Design Competition  December 2017 

Design  

Competition 

Win a MacBook Air 

December 2017 

The challenge: 



Introduction 
The ExtraCare Charitable Trust is a registered charity market leader in 

retirement living, currently operating 14 retirement villages providing 4,500 homes 

for older people. 

Our Vision is “ better lives for older people.”  

Our Mission is “creating sustainable communities that provide homes older 

people want, lifestyles they can enjoy and care if it’s needed.” 

But we want to do much more than that. 

As part of our Research and Innovation 
Strategy, we will use existing and emerging 
digital technologies to increase the 
performance of our spaces and improve the 
quality of living for our residents.  
 

We aim to: 

Empower our residents to take informed decisions about assistive technologies 

to help them maximise their independence, dignity and quality of life.   

Educate and invest in technologies that will add value to our residents’ lives 

whilst reducing the charity’s costs.  

Raise our profile as pioneers in the use of technology. 

Design Brief 

The ExtraCare Smart Pod is to be a 

stand-alone unit which will showcase 

the future of retirement living. Its 

mission: to inspire, demonstrate and 

educate. 

The Pod is to be designed as a home 

that people want to live in, not a care 

setting. 

We are looking for imaginative 

spaces, materials and construction 

features. The design needs to be 

flexible to accommodate assistive 

equipment and technologies. 

The winning design will best reflect 

the essentials of modern apartment 

living with imaginative features that 

provides ease, comfort and security 

for our residents. 

The Smart Pod will be displayed at 

our future villages and road shows. 

The design should enable visitors to 

view and enjoy the full experience; to 

touch and try all the features of the 

Smart Pod. 

The Smart Pod dimensions can be no 

larger that 4m x 15m as this will be 

required to facilitate transportation. All 

external walkways or patio areas 

must be retractable during 

transportation. 

The final submission will need to 

include a plan layout, visuals and a 

design brief.  

If you are a selected  finalist you will 

be invited to present your  concept 

design to the judging panel.  

 

 



Submission        

Requirements  

The deadline for submissions is 

31st January 2018. 

The design submission will need 

to be supplied in a format that can 

be interpreted by the construction   

partner, as well as publication  

quality. 

 

To register for the competition 

please email: 

smartpod@extracare.org.uk 

You will then receive details of 

how to submit your design entry. 

 

The winner will be announced           

no later than 28th February 2018. 

 

  

Essential Requirements 
The Pod will feature the key components of an ExtraCare Village apartment: 

kitchen, lounge, bathroom, bedroom and possibly entry hallway.  

The Pod should have a number of fixed features: accessible bathroom (shower/ 

toilet) and adaptive kitchen, as well as movable features such as items of 

furniture. 

The Pod will need to accommodate groups of visitors with its features viewable to 

multiple  visitors at any one time yet be suited to individuals who want to 

experience these in a more 'hands-on' way too. 

The Pod will need to have power and running water. The position of all service 

points needs to reflect user groups with a range of mobility disabilities, such as 

wheel chair users, users with restricted dexterity/mobility and visual impairment. 

The total internal floor space should be no more than 60m² with optional external 

canopy or patio area to demonstrate garden or balcony space. 

To enable transportation to ExtraCare and public display locations, the Pod will be 

built in a steel frame construction to suit container lorry transportation. Dimensions 

are limited to a width of 4m, a length of 15m and a height of 2.59m. 

The Pod needs to be wheel chair accessible and, in theory, comply with Building 

Regulations. 

Competition 

Prizes 

The winning entry will receive a 

MacBook Air, the winning 

designer will also be 

acknowledged in all the charity’s 

Pod-related documentation 

including online, media 

communications and within the 

Pod itself.  

The second place entry will 

receive an Apple IPad Pro 

(64GB). The runner up will receive 

a Apple  watch series 3 (38mm). 

Please see Terms and Conditions 

overleaf for full competition terms. 



Contact Us 

The ExtraCare Charitable Trust, 7 Harry Weston Road, Binley Business Park, Binley, Coventry, CV3 2SN. 

Tel: 02476 506011   Email: Smartpod@extracare.org.uk  

Terms and conditions 

How to enter 

All entries are to be submitted electronically before the closing date of 31st January 2018. 

All participants must register their interest by emailing smartpod@extracare.org.uk. Submission instructions will be forwarded to all 
applicants. 

The ExtraCare Charitable Trust will endeavour to notify the winners no later than Wednesday 28th February 2018. 

The prizes are: 

 The winner will receive a Apple MacBook Air (256GB). 

 Second place will receive a Apple IPad Pro (64GB). 

 Third place will receive an Apple Watch series 3 (38mm). 

The prizes as identified above are non-transferable and non-refundable. No cash or other alternative is available. The prize may not be 
claimed by a third party on your behalf. The ExtraCare Charitable Trust does not accept any responsibility if you are unable to take up the 
prize. 

Eligibility 

The competition is open to any employee of the selected architectural practices, who are at least 16 years old (on the date of entry 

submission). The following persons (regardless of their age) will not be eligible for the competition: 

(a) Employees of The ExtraCare Charitable Trust; 

(b) Anyone who is professionally connected with the competition or its administration; or 

(c) Members of the immediate families or households of the persons described in paragraphs (a) and (b) above. 

Intellectual Property Rights  

By submitting your competition entry and any accompanying materials, you hereby (with effect from the date of submission of your 
competition entry): 

(a) assign to The ExtraCare Charitable Trust all your intellectual property rights with full title guarantee; and  

(b) waive all moral rights and/or similar rights you have in your competition entry whether such rights arise pursuant to the Copyright, 
Designs and Patent Act 1988 (the “Act”) or equivalent legislation anywhere in the world. 

By submitting a competition entry, you represent, warrant and undertake to The ExtraCare Charitable Trust that your entry: 

(a) is exclusively your own work and does not comprise or incorporate any copyright or other intellectual property rights owned or claimed 
by any other person; 

(b) is not defamatory or immoral; and 

(c) does not infringe any third party rights and/or any agreements to which you are a party. 

Your information 

If you are the winner or other prize recipient of the competition, you agree that The Extracare Charitable Trust may use your name, image 
and details to announce the winners of this competition and for any other reasonable and related promotional purpose. 


